THE CAMPBELL CASE
this were true, as the Attorney-General of England, putting
in the dock at the Old Bailey, as the only dangerous Com-
munist whom I could find, such a person as that.5
Having heard Maxton's story and having consulted the best
legal opinion available, the Attorney-General decided to
withdraw the case in the higher interests of the State.
There is no doubt that he did this on his own responsibility,
but there were certain circumstances which might give weight
to the entirely erroneous suggestion that he had been influenced
by other than legal considerations. There was the threat that
other Members of the Labour Party would use in their speeches
the very words used by the Workers* Weekly and challenge
the Government to arrest them. Then there was the defiant
attitude of the Communists. They had boasted that, if the
case were pressed, they were determined to put the Prime
Minister in the witness-box. They declared that they would
engage Sir John Simon or Sir Douglas Hogg to put him
through a third-degree cross-examination. There is no doubt
that, judging from the opinion that these two gentlemen held
of MacPonald at that time, they would have put him on the
rack, not only with alacrity, but with the keenest delight.
Moreover, the Communists had raked up a powerful speech
of the Prime Minister, made in the House of Commons on
4 June 191'2, in which he made an earnest and impressive
appeal on behalf of Mr, Tom Maim, who hud been accused of
an exactly similar of Fence namely, advising soldiers not to
shoot strikers during u trade dispute.
These circumstances, of course, lent weight to the suggestion
that the Attorney-General had yielded to political pressure.
All who knew of either the courage or the integrity of Sir
Patrick Hastings were convinced that this charge of submitting
to pressure was untrue. Those who did not know learned later.
8 October 1924 will be a red-letter day in the history of
British politics, for it was on that date that the first Labour
Government foil, after u most exciting debate in the House
of Commons. Throughout the whole day, there was an
atmosphere of crisis, To the ordinary spectator, the result
was uncertain until the end, but behind the scenes could be
heard the busy whisper of intrigue*
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